THE    NEW    DANXJBIA
Oder, Niemen, and Elbe, the Danube was placed-under
an international regime guaranteeing equality of treat-
ment for the landlocked states of the hinterland. In the
case of the Danube, an International Danube Com-
mission, with its headquarters at Vienna, was set up
under the authority of the League of Nations; the inter-
nationalization of Germany's main rivers was provided
for in an Article of the Versailles Treaty; and the
pre-War Commission of the (Lower) Danube, with its
headquarters at Galatz, was reorganized without Ger-
many. While the traffic of the Danube has never been
as voluminous as that of the Rhine or Elbe, the river has
since the War developed as a feeder of raw materials to
countries like Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary, and
Jugoslavia. For Rumania and Bulgaria its importance as
an outlet to the Black Sea has always been great. Goods
coming upstream through Rumania-Bulgaria, Jugoslavia,
Hungary-Czecho-Slovalcia, and former Austria were trans-
ferred at various ports en route, put on rail or road,
and conveyed to industrial regions as wide apart as
Silesia-Galicia, Croatia-Slovenia, and Bavaria.
After the annexation of Austria in March 1938 Ger-
many began to urge the Hungarian authorities to resign
from the International Commission in the company of
Germany and Italy, This demand was refused at the
time, though it would have greatly complicated the
position of former Czecho-Slovakia, since this country
then shared a lyo-mile length of Danube with Hungary,
and if Germany and Hungary had repudiated the inter-
nationally guaranteed terms for the use of the Danube
Czecho-Slovakia would have been caught between two
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